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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)
Sunday, 11 October 2026

Spiritual Reflection

Jesus spoke and taught this parable in a specific time, place and

historical context, and it was relevant to that : ’? "
specific time, place and historical context. It ™= == B
addressed the Jewish people’s reaction to his \fy’"'l”“’l"""‘“ Lable bfore me

in the presence of my enemies; &

presence among them, to his teaching and the
claims that he was making. Given this context g my cup overflows. e
and understanding we could be forgiven for &
thinking, ‘What on earth does this parable have \
to do with my life here and now, in October
20267’ We can be sure that God in his infinite
wisdom will reply: ‘Good question.’

? /
you anoint my head with oil;

The parable, because it is the inspired
word of God, transcends historical context and
speaks into our twenty-first century lives. A
key to its meaning is found in studying, praying, and reflecting on the
‘mind-sets’, ‘attitudes’ and ‘ways of thinking’ prevalent in those who
rejected the invitation to the Wedding party, but also the ‘attitude’,
‘mind-set’ and ‘way of thinking’ of the king in the parable. It doesn’t
take a rocket scientist or even a theologian to understand that
whenever we celebrate the Eucharist, we are attending the wedding
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banquet. However, we can be like the invited guests who refused the
invitation because they were too busy about their own business. When
we come to celebrate the Eucharist, our minds and hearts can be
preoccupied so that we pay no attention to the great feast of grace to
which we are invited. We are present but absent at the same time!

Recovering the sense of Eucharistic awe is an important part of
our ongoing conversion and interior renewal. Understanding that we
are guests at the Eucharistic banquet, and that this celebration is the
‘source and summit’ of our faith and a foretaste of the heavenly
banquet towards which we journey on pilgrimage, is vital in living our
faith today. We will then grasp that God’s invitation of love, mercy and
forgiveness is extended to every human person: rich, poor, righteous,
unrighteous, regardless of gender, race or social class. We don’t want
to be among those who are invited but not chosen because we failed
to grasp the blessing and grace of God in our lives, available to us
through the sacraments of the Church.

Lord, thank you for the invitation to the Eucharistic banquet.
Deepen within me a sense of awe, wonder and amazement, gratitude,
and praise for the sublime gift of your Body & Blood, through which |
am nourished spiritually, for this life, and the life to come.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1324-1327),
states that, "The Eucharist is “"the source and
summit” of the Christian life. The other sacraments,
and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of
the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist and
are oriented toward it. For, in the blessed Eucharist
is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church,
namely Christ Himself our Pasche.

The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime
cause of that communion in the divine life and that
unity of the People of God by which the Church is kept in being. It is
the culmination both of God's action sanctifying the world in Christ and
of the worship men offer to Christ and through him to the Father in the
Holy Spirit.

Finally, by the Eucharistic celebration we already unite ourselves with
the heavenly liturgy and anticipate eternal life when God will be all in
all. In brief, the Eucharist is the sum and summary of our faith: Our
way of thinking is attuned to the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn
confirms our way of thinking.



APPLICATIONS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES STl YA As (o]0}
2027: At this time of the year parents are seeking APPLICATIONS
school places for their children, whether it be for LAV K®lId 3\
Reception, entry for Junior or Secondary School Baae D2
places. It is a really important time for choices, 3
but also as Roman Catholics, it is about our
commitment in faith. Every Priest will tell you
the same story each year, how in September the <
numbers swell in the congregation when it’s time for School
Applications, then diminish once a form has been signed by the Parish
Priest. Personally, | have always tried to give people the benefit of
doubt and have encouraged parents to continue in the practice of their
faith and continue to fulfil that promise made on the day of their child’s
baptism. It always comes back to personal integrity and honesty before
God. For example, if a parent states they are a weekly mass goer, and
in fact, do not attend Mass, what kind of moral example is that to a
child; all it shows the child is that you can lie to get what you want.
Personally, | wouldn’t like that to be the example that | set before my
child, if | had children. As stated, honesty, truthfulness and integrity
are the order of the day. Applications for Secondary School (Year 7)
places opened on the 12" September and must be submitted to Essex
County by 31t October 2026. Fr John will be available on the Tuesday,
13t October between the hours of 4.00pm - 7.00pm to sign forms.

At this meeting the Certificate of Catholic Practice will only be signed
by Fr John for those who are practicing Catholics (Weekly attendance
at Holy Mass). This means your child’s attendance as well. If you are
not a regular practicing Catholic, please follow the instructions below:

a) Fr John will know those families who have been practicing their
faith by coming to Sunday Mass. These families will receive a
Certificate of Catholic Practice.

b) If you have not been practicing your faith, or_have only just
returned to church, please do not approach Fr John for a
Certificate of Catholic Practice as he will not be able to provide
you with this document, instead apply directly to the Catholic
School of your choice.

c) If you are applying for a non-Catholic school that requires
evidence of religious practice and you have been practicing
your faith, please simply apply directly to the non-Catholic
School of your choice.

d) Please note that Fr John will not supply additional references
or documentation to parents who may go to appeal for a place
at a non-Catholic school.

Primary School Applications begin after the Secondary ones are
completed. Please watch this space for details.



PARISH CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: Saturday,
5" December 2026, 11.00am to 3.00pm.
Now we are in the month of October,
parishioners can start donating items. It
would be wonderful to have as many
parishioners as possible involved in this
great Christmas social event. Obviously, a great deal of preparation and
hard work goes into such an event. Once again, my thanks to all who
came to the Bazaar Meeting recently. In last week’s newsletter | put a
great deal of information with regard the donation of gifts and items
for the Bazaar. There are already bazaar boxes in the Narthex of the
Cathedral to receive your gifts. The success of the Bazaar is wholly
dependent on your generosity.

CHRISTMAS GRAND DRAW PRIZES: We would like to
request various Grand Draw Prizes to be donated - all
brand-new items please: A 50 inch Flat-Screen Colour
Television, Wii, Xbox, Ipods, any other new electrical W :EVqi
goods. Various Christmas Hampers, Crate of Wine, Play your part

Restaurant Vouchers, Theatre Vouchers, Hotel
Vouchers, National Trust Membership, or Spa Vouchers, Crystal Glass
Sets, M&S Vouchers for Christmas, Various Gift Cards, Fitbit Watch,
Beats Headphones, Fortnum & Mason Hamper, Large Christmas Cake.

Would there be any parishioners who would be willing to donate some
Money Grand Draw Prizes? £200, £100, & £50. Or just make a Money
Offering to the Bazaar?

GIFTS AND ITEMS FOR VARIOUS STALLS:
The success of any Bazaar is wholly
dependent on the generosity of the
whole parish community, so we would
like to appeal to the parish for various
gift items for the Bazaar this year. A
Bazaar is not a Jumble Sale, so we do ask
for new or nearly new items please. One
of the most successful stalls at a Bazaar
is the ‘BOTTLE STALL’ - | would appeal to the parish for about 250
bottles of wine and spirits. (These can be dropped at Clergy House).
If every person brought one bottle we would achieve our goal.
Toiletries are always popular. Children’s NEW cuddly toys with labels,
which are in good condition. Fancy goods; and good Bric-a Brac.
Various Gift Cards. On the day there will be refreshments, a home-
baked cakes stall, jams & preserves. Various Sweets and chocolates,
Christmas chocolate stockings, Candy Canes. Good quality toys and
new toys. Small children’s gifts for Santa’s Grotto.
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MATCHED GIVING: COULD WE MAKE A SPECIAL APPEAL FOR MATCHED
GIVING? Can anyone help with Matched Giving from your Firm or Bank?
Many companies do employ this facility. All you need to do is ask your
place of employment; this truly would be of great benefit to us. If you
work at the bazaar on a particular stall, whatever is raised is often
matched by the company or bank. Please investigate it!

A BIG THANK YOU: Sr Martina from St Joseph’s Convent has asked me
to thank the whole parish for the incredible response for wool. The
sisters have been knitting away over the past months for the Bazaar.
They are truly grateful for your generous response. Further donations
would still be very much appreciated and these can be dropped off at
Clergy House or St Joseph’s Convent.

Thursday, 15 October at 7.00pm in Clergy
House. Theme: Jesus Christ - Truly God / Truly

RCIA

THE RCIA PROGRAMME CONTINUES: Next _I-
&

\Juw\m IN FAITH
Man. Please keep our enquirers in your prayers it of hstion i af Aduts
over the next several months as they slowly THINKING OF BECOMING CATHOLIC?
and gradually come to an understanding of the COMMUNIGN OR CONFIRMATION?

Roman Catholic Faith. This is truly an
incredibly special moment in all their lives, as their ‘Journey of Faith’
invites them to enter even more deeply into the Mystery and Wonder
of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour. We can never take our own faith
journey for granted, it is a gift from Almighty God, and every day we
can wonder at the beauty and magnitude of this special relationship.

There is a workbook that we use called Evangelium which
costs £10.00 you will also receive a programme of dates
and the titles of each session throughout the programme.
The sessions usually last for about an hour and a quarter.
There will be an opportunity for questions. If it helps you,
please brlng along a note pad and pen.

. @ Q......'.Q °

OCTOBER - THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY: | ' October
would like to advocate that all families pray at }
least a decade of the Holy Rosary together each ¢ Month of The{
day. If you don’t know the prayer of the rosary "..L"Olz Rosary AR
there are many websites that can teach you. It

has been such a powerful prayer for centuries since St. Domlmc gave
it to the Church. The incredibly famous Fr Peyton said “The family
that prays together stays together.” Parents, this is your opportunity
to teach your children. In this secular age, the last thing we want

happening, is to lose all our Catholic Spirituality and Sacramentals.
There are many different rosaries for sale in the Parish Repository.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2026-2027: | would like to thank
all the parents who attended the Parents’ Information evening last
Tuesday. This is truly and exciting time in your child’s life as they

. begin their preparations for the Sacraments of
E . E Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist. Fr John spelt
our clearly the requirements for the next several
months of preparation for the children. If you have
not yet completed the enrolment process, please
E - you into the application process. If you follow the
instructions, it should only take a few minutes to
complete. Also, the children will need to pick up their Weekly
Attendance Registration Forms from the Narthex of the Cathedral.
These need to be completed weekly by one of the Priests or Deacons.

use the QR Code attached, it will automatically take

Once again, | would like to thank our Catechists, especially our new
Catechists, who have kindly volunteered this year to help with the
Sacramental Programme. They give of their own free time and share
the gift of faith with our children.

EUGENE O’RIORDAN - CAMINO COMPLETED: Tuesday, 5% October:
“Hello Fr. John, and to all at Brentwood Cathedral. We are now into
our last two days that take us into Santiago de Compostela. Tuesday is
a little over 15 miles, and Wednesday is a little under 14 miles. Firstly,
| wish to extend a heartfelt and most sincere 'Thank you' to those
parishioners who donated to my Just Giving page. On my visits into the
many churches along the way | discovered a prayer on a scroll in one
of the Chapels. | photographed the Pilgrims Prayer and have typed it
out to make it available to anyone who would like a copy. Thank you
again for your support, encouragement, and prayers. God Bless. Buen
Camino. Dios te bendiga. Eugene O’Riordan”

ITS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO SPONSOR EUGENE: He has
walked over 500miles over the past several weeks. He
wants to help with the work in the Cemetery, with the
removal of the diseased trees. This is a truly noble
cause. You may notice this weekend, that we have
had some more of the diseased trees removed.
Eventually when all of the diseased trees have been = Scan to donate
eliminated, we will be able to assess how many trees we can replace
them with in the Cemetery. | thank all those who have made promises
of new well-established trees. These will probably be planted during
the Autumn.

If you would like to Sponsor Eugene, please use the attached QR Code.




CONGRATULATIONS: To Claire Kilcoyne and Alfie Hazell who were
maried at the Cathedral yesterday. We wish them a long and happy
married life as they embark on their journey of married love. Ad multos
annos!

RESUIESCAT IN PACE: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Beryl
Jarvis whose funeral service will be held at Bentley Crematorium at
11.30am on Friday, 16" October.

TODAY IS PRISONER’S SUNDAY and there will be a second collection
after all Masses this weekend.

NEXT WEEK IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY when the Holy Father invites
all Catholics to support Missio (his charity for world mission), through
a special collection. This day of prayer, solidarity and giving unites
Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of God’s love which has
the power to transform lives and heal our world. To donate, please
use the Missio envelopes, which will be available in the Narthex next
weekend.

PILGRIMS OF HOPE PRAYER GROUP: Why not join the parish Pilgrims of
Hope prayer group? The group pray every Monday evening at 8.00pm.
Prayers and reflections are shared on WhatsApp with each person
praying privately wherever they are. If you’d like to join the group,
please give your details to the parish secretary.

COFFEE AFTER 9.30 MASS TODAY: will be hosted by PACE. Next week
will be the turn of Friday Lunches Group. All are welcome - Please do
join us!

THE FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP LUNCH Every Friday from 12.00 Noon -
2.00pm in the parish hall. Join us for sandwiches, cakes and drinks
and most importantly, friendly faces and an opportunity to meet up
with others.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS: If there are any sick or
housebound parishioners that would like a visit from one of the priests,
please contact Clergy House (01277 265 235). We can also arrange for
Holy Communion to be brought to your homes on a regular basis.

THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK is available to anyone who is gravely ill or
about to have an operation, so if you know someone who should
receive this important sacrament then please speak to a member of
the clergy or ring the parish office on 01277 265 235.




MASS TIMES in the Cathedral:

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS at 6.30pm

SUNDAY: 8.00am / 9.30am / 11.30am & 6.30pm
WEEKDAY MASSES Monday to Friday at 9.15am
SATURDAY: 9.15am

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK and housebound parishioners and friends,
including: Sylvia Allum, Merle Anderson, Suzie Anderson, Alistair
Bailey, Yvonne Ball, Hermine Bayley, Heidi Brenke, Eda Bright, Roisin
Cassels, Esmeralda Chester, Keith Chester, Dermot Dalton, David, Iris
Davis, Patricia Decup, Sheila Deed, Maureen Duane, Margaret F,
Rebecca Florendo, Angela Gavin, Brian Hodgkins, Deacon Nicholas
Holmes, Wong Su Hwa, Jess, Lisa Landy, Suzie Law, Lawrence, Peter
Madden, Romek Matyszczyk, Tony Maule, John McCarthy, Carmel
Micallef, Stephanie Murray, Harry Newman, Barney O’Driscoll, Joe
O’Herlihy, Liam O’Herlihy, Steven Poole, Margaret Ross, Geraldine
Sheehan, Robin Shenton, David Spring, Mary Stretch, Tim, TCT,
Siobhan Vaughan, Michael Wilson, Kalcho Yankov and all our sick.

GENERAL NEWS

DELIVERING MEALS FOR THE HOMELESS A team from our parish, cook
for the homeless on a regular basis. The meals are collected and taken
to a venue in Basildon for 6.00pm. We are desperately short of people
who can deliver. If you drive and are available some nights between
5.00pm-6.30pm (probably only a couple of evenings a month), would
you be interested in helping out? Please contact Deirdre Smith
(deirdre_s@btinternet.com) if you can help in any way. Thank you.

THE CALL TO BE HUMAN: What has religion to do with morality? A talk
to be given by Fr Martin Boland on Wednesday, 14" October 7.00pm -
8.00 p. in the parish centre of Our Lady of Lourdes, Wanstead. All
welcome. www.ourladyoflourdes.com

BCYS ROOTED 2026 - YEARS 7-9 / YEARS 10-13 - Saturday, 24th
October for years 7-9 / Sunday 25" October for years 10-13: A brand-
new day of faith, friendship and adventure at Walsingham House for
young people. With inspiring talks, workshops, outdoor activities, team
challenges, prayer and Mass, it’s a great opportunity to meet other
young Catholics and grow in faith. For more information, and to apply,
please visit www.bcys.net/events
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ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, HUTTON

RECEPTION 2027 PARENT TOURS Prospective parents are warmly

invited to visit and see the school in action, and find out more about
Reception 2027.

Thursday, 5" & Tuesday, 10" November 9.15am
Wednesday, 18" and Monday, 23" November 2.00pm

Please call the school office on 01277 227 282 to book a place.

VACANCIES

WALSINGHAM HOUSE MANAGER - Based at Walsingham House,
with travel to retreat locations and BCYS events, as needed.
35hrs per week (incl. significant evening and weekend work).
Salary- £30 - 32K depending on prior experience (ideally this is a
“live in” role, with a one-bedroom flat provided, however it is
not essential). The closing date for applications is Friday, 237
October 2026. For more information, please visit the BCYS
website - www.bcys.net/news/vacancies/.

URSULINE PREPARATORY SCHOOL TEACHING ASSISTANT - The
successful candidate will be expected to support the class
teacher and children within the class. Experience working with
SEN children would be an advantage. Required for January 2027.
Salary will be dependent on knowledge and experience.

Applications with CV to Mrs. Wilson, Headteacher by post or e-
mail (secretary1@UrsulinePrepwarley.co.uk)

Closing date for application is Monday, 12th October 2026

URSULINE PREPARTORY SCHOOL BURSAR - The successful
candidate will have strong financial and commercial acumen, be
able to implement robust and operational controls whilst
providing exceptional support services.

To request a full application pack, please contact
bursar@ursulineprepwarley.co.uk. Closing date for applications
is Friday, 23" October 2026 with anticipated start date of
Tuesday, 1°t December 2026.
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QR CODES and CONTACTLESS GIVING A new online donation system
has been set up so that parishioners and visitors are now able to donate
by using a QR code directly to the Parish; donations can be made either
with or without gift aid using the QR codes below or by scanning those
displayed around the Cathedral:

ﬂfﬂ’ wmd &

Please treat as gift aid donation, all qualifying gifts of money made from the date of this declaration.l am a UK
taxpayer and understand that, if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current year than the amount
of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility o pay any difference.

Donate £3.00 Donate £5.00 Donate £10.00 Donate £20.00

Donate without Giftaid-it

If you are unable to donate with Giftaid-It then please use the codes below.

Donate £3.00 Donate £5.00 Donate £10.00 Donate £20.00

Brentwood Diocesan Trust — Registered Charity No. 234092
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